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CORRESPONDENCE. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


Mr. Editor—As you are the bold and undaunted advocate of free in- 
quiry, you will doubtless rejoice with me at a recent triumph obtained 
over a combined and systematic attack on civil and religious liberty, I 
am sorry that my want of time and health will not permit me to give you 
a detailed account of this affair: perhaps some of our friends in this city 
will do it. In the mean time, I will give you some little information, by 
which, and the speech of Mr. Powel, ‘of the senate of Pe nnsylvania, you 
will be able to form some idea of the matter. 

The *“‘ Sunday School Union” is a school so called from a union of the 
orthodox schools, not only in this city, but, principally, throughout the 
United States, under one system and government. It has become very 
rich and powerful, and.may be considered the twin sister of the “ Tract 
Society” in your city. Some of the managers are respectable and influ- 
ential, while others are as subservient to the priesthood as men can be. 
How far the clergy act a part in the institution you will perceive by Mr. 
Powel’s speech, which is such as cannot fail to render the meed of 
praise due to the orator from every one opposed to a union of * church 
and state.” The Sunday School Union having become rich and power- 
ful, wanted to become more so: accordingly, its supporters applied to the 
legislature for a charter. Their petition was numerously signed. Every 
priest exerted his influence over his congregation, aud every influential 
advocate of the institution exerted his over his dependants. Nor is it im- 
probable that the petition contained a great number of infantile signa- 
tures ; or, rather, signatures by proxy. 

The advocates of the Sunday School Union in the legislature repre- 
sented the institution as being entirely under the direction and control of 
the laity, and free from sectarian and proscriptive feelings. But Messrs. 
Burden and Powel showed that the reverse was the case. The friends 
of liberal principles sent a remonstrance to the legislature against the 
passage of the bill, showing the evils likely to result from the adoption of 
such a measure. The consequence was, that the bill was indefinitely 
postponed; two thirds of the members voting against it. 

As this is a miscellaneous letter, permit me to notice your remarks on 
‘* Sunday” in the 5th number of the present volume of the Correspond- 
ent. You say that “a great many of the crimes which are committed in 
this country have their origin in the idleness to which our laborers and 
mechanics are compelled to submit upon a Sunday.” ‘“ He (the me- 
chanic) feels a languor and listlessness which he cannot overcome,” «ce, 
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This “ listlessness and languor,” of which you complain, arises from fa- 
tigue, produced by excessive labor ; and this is produced by extensive ma- 
chinery, and the misdirection of the arts and sciences. When people ere 
employed from getting out of bed to going into it, with no time to read, 
or converse, and scarcely time to eat their victu: ils, they may well feel a 
** listlessness and languor” when Sunday comes. | am perfectly satisfied 
that one day in seven, (I wish it was one day in four,) as a day of rest, is 
a good institution ; (i do not know nor care who was the author of it 5] 
for if there were no such day, it is highly probable the working man w ould 
be more emaciated than he is, with no additional compensation ; and to 
his “ listlessness and languor’’ would be added bad health and filthiness 
from breathing impure air, and a total ignorance of his rights and duties, 
except serving his employer. Give people time to read and converse, 
then they will acquire information, become healthier, and (under a free 
constitution like ours) wiser and better members of society. 

I have just read “ A Critical Review of the Life, Character, Miracles, 
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, in a series of letters to ‘Dr. Adam 
Clarke. By John Clarke, late of the Methodist Connexion,” and am 
confident that no subscriber of the Correspondent, were he acquainted 
with the merits of the book, and had the means to purchase, would be 
without it. It is the best book on the subject that [ have read. The 
author having been a preacher, has, doubtless, made him acquainted with 
all the texts of the Bible, which he does not fail to apply appropriately to 
the subject. Will you be so good as to inform me if a copy can be had 
in New York, and, if so, what is its.price ? 


Philadelphia, March 2, 182s. JULIAN. 
























IMPORTANT EXAMINATION. BY LORD BOLINGBROKE. 


Continued from page 104. 


Conduct of the first Christians.—People of common sense ask how 
this tissue of fables, so stupidly offensive to reason ; these blasphemies, 
which impute so many herrid crimes to the Deity, could obtain any cre- 
dit. They might, indeed, have been astonished if the first Christians 
had converted the emperor’s court, or the Roman senate ; but an abject 
mob addressed itself to a populace not less despicable. This is so true, 
that the emperor Julian said in his Discourse to the Christians, ‘ It was 
enough for you at first to seduce a few servants, a few beggars, such as 
Cornelius and Sergius. But let me be rega rded as the most impudent 
of impostors, if among those who embraced your sect under Tiberius and 
Claudius, there was a single man of birth or merit.” 

The first reasoning Christians, then, exclaimed in the public places 
and victualling houses, to the pagans who attempted to reason with 
them. ‘‘ Be not startled with oyr mysteries ; you have recourse to expi- 
ations to purge yourselves of your crimes ; but we have an expiation far 
more salutary. Your oracles are inferior to ours.; and what we offer as 
a proof to convince you that our sect is the only true one, is, that your 
own oracles have predicted all that we teach, and all that was done by 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Have you not heard of the Sibyls?” ‘ Yes, 
replied the pagan disputants to those of Galilee, “ all the Sibvls were in- 
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spired by Jupiter himself: their predictions are all true.” ‘ Very well,” 
replied the Galileans, ‘‘ we will show you Sibyline verses which clearly 
announce Jesus Christ, and then you must acknowledge we are right.” 

Behold them immediately forging the most stupid Greek verses that were 
ever composed ; verses similar to those of Blackmore and Gibson, of 
Grub street. ‘They ascribe them to the Sibyls, and for the space of more 
than four hundred years they did not cease to establish Christianity on 
this proof, which was on a level with the understandings of both the de- 
ceivers and the deceived. This first attempt having succeeded, we even 
find these puerile impostors attributing to the Sibyls acrostic verses, all of 
which commenced by the letters composing the name of Jesus Christ. 

Lactantius has preserved, as authentic pieces, a great portion of these 
rhapsodies. ‘t'o these fables they added miracies, which they sometimes 
performed even in public. It is true, that they did not raise the dead, 
like Elisha ; (2 Kings, iv. 32;) they did not arrest the sun in its course, 
like Joshua ; they did not cross the sea dry shod, like Moses ; they did 
not, like Jesus, cause themselves to be transported by the devil to the 
top of a little mountain in Galilee, where they could discover all the king- 
doms of the earth: but they cured the fever when on its decline, and 
even the itch as soon as the patient had been bathed, blooded, purged, 
and rubbed. They, likewise, cast out devils, which was the principal 
object of the apostles’ mission. It is said, in more than one gospel, that 
Jesus sent them purposely to cast out devils. This was an ancient pre- 
rogative of God’s people. We know that there were exorcists at Jeru- 
salem, who cured the possessed by putiing into their noses a little of the 
root called Baruth, and by muttering a few words taken from Solomon’s 
Song. Jesus himself confesses that the Jews had this power ; (Matt. xii. 
27 ;) yet no devils ever durst take possession of the governor of a province, 
of a senator, nor even ofacenturion. None but the poor were ever pos- 
sessed by them. Ifthe devil ought to have seized hold of any particular 
individual, it should have been Pilate, yet he never durst approach him. 
Although the Christian sect was in reality established by this custom, 
yet it is almost every where abolished, except in states obedient to the 
pope, and in some of the German cantons, where the ignorant people 
are unfortunately in subjection to bishops and monks. 

Thus the Christians gained credit among the ignorant people during 
a whole century. The government let them alone, regarding them as a 
Jewish sect, and the Jews were tolerated. They persecuted neither 
pharisees, nor sadducees, nor the Therapeute, nor Essenians, nor Juda- 
ites ; and they had a still greater reason to permit the Christians to creep 
on in their ignorance, that of their being unknown. They were so little 
thought of, that neither Josephus, nor Philo, nor Plutarch, deigns to 
speak of them ; and if Tacitus says a few words respecting them, it is by 
confounding them with the Jews, and stigmatizing them in the most con- 


temptible manner. 'They possessed, therefore, the greatest facility of 


extending their sect. They were a little inquired after under Domitian ; 
some of them were punished under Trajan, and it was then that they 
began to unite a thousand false accounts of martyrs, to some others that 
were but too true. 
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The Christians’ Explanation of the Prophecies. —TVhe Christians could 
never succeed so well amofg the Jews as they did among the populace 
of the Gentiles. So long as they continued to ‘live according to the Mo- 
saic law, which Jesus had observed all his lifetime ; so long as they ab- 
stained from meats pretended to be impure, and did not proseribe cir- 
cumcision, they were regarded only as a particular society of the Jews, 
such as the sadducees, Essenians, and Therapeute. They said that it 
was wrong to put Jesus to death; that he was a holy man sent by God, 
and that he had risen again from the dead. 

These discoveries, it is true, were punished at Jerusalem: it is said that 
they cost Stephen his life, but otherwise this division produced only al- 
tercations between the rigid Jews and half Christians. ‘They disputed ; 
and the Christians fancied that they had found in the scriptures some 
passages that might be twisted in favor of their cause. They pretended 
that the Jewish prophets had predicted Jesus Clirist, and quoted Isaiah, 
who said to king Ah az, (Isaiah vii,) “* Behold, a virgin (or a young wo- 
man, ALMA*) shall conceive and bear a son, aud shall call his name Im- 
manuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the 
evil and choose the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken 
ofboth her kings. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, 
and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. In the same day shall the 
Lord shave witha razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, 
by the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the feet; and it shall al- 
so consume the beard.” 

Chap. viii. ‘* Moreover, the Lord said unto me, take thee a great roll, 
and write in it with a man’s pen, concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 
And I went unto the prophetess, and she conceived, and bare a son. 
Then said the Lord to me, call hisname Maher-shalal-hash-baz,” which 
signifies, “* divide quickly the spoils.” ‘* You see clearly,” said the Christ- 
ians, ‘ that the whole of this evidently signifies the coming of Jesus Christ. 
The young woman who has a child is the Virgin Mary. ‘ Immanuel,’ 
and ‘ Divide quickly the spoils,’ signify our Lord Jesus Christ. As for 
the razor ‘ that is hired to shave the hair of the king of Assyria,’ that 
is another matter.” All these explanations perfectly resemble those 
of lord Peter, in Dean Swift’s Tale of a Tub. 

The Jews answered, ‘‘ We do not see so clearly as you do, that ‘ Di- 
vide quickly the spoils,” and ‘ Immanuel,’ signify Jesus ; that Isaiah's 
young woman is a virgin ; nor that alma, which 1 is equally expressive both 
of girl and young woman, signifies Mary.” And they laughed in the 
faces of the Christians. 

When the Christians said that Jesus is predicted by the patriarch Ju- 
dah, who was to “bind his foal unto the vine, and wash his garments in 
wine,” (Gen. xlix. 11,) and Jesus having entered Jerusalem on an ass, 
then Judah is a type of Jesus. This made the Jews to laugh still more. 

* By what fraudulent impudence have the Christians maintained that ALMA always signifies a 
virgin? There are in the Old Testament twenty passages, where alma is taken for a woman, and 
even for a concubine, as in Solomon’s Song, ch: Ap. Vie, » and Joel, chan. i, Till ts time of. abl 


Tutheme, none ofthe doctors of the church knew Hebrew. except O 
who were brought up in the country. 





riven, Jerome, and Enhratm, 
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Ii they pretended that Jesus was the Shiloh who was to come before 
the sceptre had departed from Judah, (Gen. xlix. 10,) the Jews con- 
founded them by saying, that since the Babylonish captivity, the sceptre 
had never been in Judah, and that even during the time of Saul, the rod 
was notin Judah. Thus the Christians, far from being able to convert 
the Jews, were despised and detested by them, and are so still. They 
were looked upon as bastards, who, under false titles, wished to strip the 
heir of his possession. ‘They then renounced the hope of converting the 
Jews to their cause, and addressed themselves wholly to the Gentiles. 

T'o be continucd. 








NEW YORK, SATURDAY, ‘MARCH 15, 1828. 














Triumphs of Liberal Principles —On the first page of this number, 
we have published a communication from our correspondent “ Julian,” 
containing the highly gratifying intelligence of a complete defeat, sus- 
tained by. the enemies of liberal principles, in a late attempt to induce 
the legislature of Pe ennsylvania to incorporate the “Sunday School 
Union.” We could have wished to have quoted at length the able speech 
of Mr. Powel, mentioned by our correspondent, which, we have no doubt, 
powerfully influenced the rejection of the bill introduced by the clergy 
for an extension of their ecclesiastical domination; but its great length: 
precludes our giving more than a few extracts. In opposing the contem- 
plated measure, Mr. P. set out by accusing its projectors of “a systematic 
effort, to boldly assume the despotism of ‘ dictators,’—daringly avowing 
as their object, the exclusion from ‘all the political power of the country,’ 
of all men whose consciences have been warped—whose character has 
not been formed, whose devotion has not been secured by their system of 
education—their rites of ‘ baptism’—their modes of worship—their no- 
tions of the trinity and of transubstantiation promulgated by certain 
blind zealots, who would make all men and all doctrines subservient to 
an established ‘ orthodox’ creed.” 

After showing, by extracts from their own publications, that he was 
fully justified in charging them with machinations to establish a para- 
mount ecclesiastical jurisdiction, Mr. Powel concluded his appeal to the 
good sense of the senate in the following impressive manner ; 

“It is to the casuistical workings of priesteraft—the ceaseless efforts of 
misguided men, whose brains, inflamed by any passion, would make 
them humble and willing tools, prepared e ither to act as decorated page- 
ants in the grand army, as it is called, in a crusade for political power, 
or to submit as ejaculating martyrs at the stake, to satisfy the vengeance 
of religious bigotry and mad zeal. This is strong language, but, sir, 
have we not been told that ‘ all the political power in the country within 
ten or twenty years shall be in the hands of persons whose characters 
have been formed at Sunday schools’—formed under the direction of 
those who can force out of circulation that which they do not approve— 
of those who boldly assert that they will force into use that which they 
have mutilated, and have adapted to their own ends—of those who da- 
ringly declare that they are dictators to the consciences of thousands of 
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immortal beings—of those whose organ utters anathemas from the house 
of God, calling on his followers to form a ‘ Christian party in politics,’ 

. to be supported by half a million of followers—to establish ecclesiastical 
domination—the rites of baptism—the orthodox faith throughout the 
land. 

*“* Such consequences are not to be apprehended within our day, but, sir, 
they are to be apprehended, if we believe the predictions of the pious 
gentleman, and if we regard the prayer of the petitioners asking a char- 
ter, and the bill which they have prepared for our file, authorizing them 
‘forever hereaficr to hold all and all manner of lands, tenements, and he- 
reditaments,’ without limitation of time or capital, but merely acquiescing 
in the limitation of monied income, not to exceed ten thousand dollars 
per year. 

** We are told that no sectarian feeling can operate in the board of ma- 
nagers—that all persons may become contributors—may be made voters, 
and that no man is disqualified by his religious sentiments from partici- 
pation in their concerns. Let it be admitted that there is no test at this 
time in force. But, has not their reporter—the accomplished and frank 
ex pounder of their views, the reverend gentleman told us, from the pul- 
pit, in the house of God, that he would marshal his forces,—that he 
would call on half a million of followers to proscribe, exclude from the 
highest to the lowest civil offices, those who had not been ‘ baptized’— 
who are not orthodox in their faith—‘those who are not presbyterians.’ 
Can it be believed that this gentleman, whose character stands so deserv- 
edly high for steadiness of purpose, would say that which he did not 
mean to be seriously received, that, having said it, he would not act upon 
it, or that he acting upon it would disregard the means which we have 
been told would in ten years give effect to the greatend? Would he not, 
in his pious endeavors to do ‘that which he conscientiously thinks right, 
forbear to apply his eloquence? Would he not marshal his forces to 
exclude from the list of agents, if not from the board of managers, all 
those whose creed, whose purpose, and whose objects were not consist- 
ent with his own ? 

* But, sir, how is the fact? A reverend has already been employed 
with a large salary to ‘take the field,’ a missionary fund has been esta- 
blished, collected from the auxiliary schools connected with the vast ma- 
chine. A grand system of proselytism has been formed—rules are given 
for the modes of attack upon the old and the young—‘ the hour of afllic- 
tion, the moments of despair,’ are pointed out as fit occasions to grasp 
the victims of sectarian zeal. 

“I shall be forgiven, I trust, by them, if, in obedience to my oath to 
support the constitution, [ oppose a deliberate plan to exclude, in ten or 
twenty years, any set of men, whether educated or uneducated, whether 

‘orthodox’ or heterodox, from the political power of the country; a 
plan avowedly to operate in destroying the freedom of the press—in fact 
to establish ecclesiastical domination throughout the land.” 

Decisive as has been the triumph in Pennsylvania over bigotry and fa- 
naticism, it is not the only instance we have to record of the clergy 
having been defeated in their attempts to establish ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion. During the present session of the Massachusetts legislature, a bill 
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Was introduced to authorize the ecclesiastical courts in that state to com- 
pel the attendance of witnesses in their church proceedings. It was re- 
ferred to a committee, who promptly reported that it was inexpedient to 
take any notice of the application. In this attempt to extend their in- 
fluence, observes a correspondent, is to be “seen the serpentine tail of 
priesteraft. The head has been most severely bruised by the govern- 
ment since it has become republican. Ere long, the seed of Massachu- 
setts, men and women, shall so effectually crush the serpent, that not a 
vestige of him will be discovered in our legislative assembly. Although 
tracts are flying about, and Sunday schools, like an epidemic, spreading 
in every quarter, one number of the Correspondent will have more influ- 
ence in the world than a million of these ephemeral productions, which, 
so far from being read, are every where applied to the vilest purposes. 
The most influential and well informed laymen begin to perceive the 
direful effects of the Bible, missionary, and tract societies—convinced 
that there has been already a profuse waste of blood and treasure to es- 
tablish our national independence, they are prepared to burst the shack- 
les of priesteraft asunder, and to free the human mind from the prejudi- 
ces of education.” 





Orthodox Line of Stages.—The priesthood having been bafiled in all 
their attempts to enforce by legislative enactments what they call a pro- 
per observance of Sunday, and having also failed in their endeavors 
to create an excitement in the public mind favorable to their views, 
have resorted to the singular method of establishing an ‘‘ orthodox line of 
stages,’ for the avowed purpose of coercing those now engaged in run- 
ning stages betwixt Albany and Buffalo, into a compliance with their 
measures. ‘T'o effect this, it appears that a “ Sabbath convention,” com- 
posed of clergymen alone, was held in the village of Auburn on the 12th 
ultimo, and, after deliberating for two days, (or, as thé report of the pro- 
ceedings has it, “‘ prayerfully deliberated on the object of the meeting,’’) 
an address anda_ set of resolutions were agreed to, which afterwards ap- 
peared in a religicus paper published in Auburn. As this subject may 
afterwards give rise to some discussion, and as it is proper that the names 
of those engaged in this nefarious proceeding should be generally known, 
we now give publicity to the resolutions, and to some pertinent remarks 
on their tendency from the pen of the editor of the “Gospel Advocate :” 


Resolved, That this coavention view with peculiar gratitude and joy the many evidences before 
us that the feelings of this community are opposed to the profunation of the holy Sabbath, by the 
running of stages on that day. 

Resolved, That we feel catied upon by a voice from every part of the state, to adopt measures 
calculated to secure obedience to the fourth commandment. 

Therefore Resolved, that John T. orton, of Albany; Jonathan Crane, Schenectady ; Elizur 
Goodrich, Abraham Varick, Edward Vernon, Utica ; William Brown, Auburn ; William Tillman, 
Geneva ; HenryW. Taylor, Walter Hubbell, Canandaigua ; Arristarchus Champion, William 
Atkinson, Josiah Bisse}, Jr. Rochester ; Thaddeus Joy, Buffalo, be, and they are hereby appoint- 
ed commissioners to establish 2 line or lines of stages between Albany and Buffalo and Niagara, 
that shall not travel on the Sabbath. 

Resolved, That we, as members of this convention, and for ourselves as individuals, pledge 
our patronage and support in favor of the said line or lines of stages, when put into operation, 
and that we will give our influence and exertions to promote this moral enterprize. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this convention be signed by all the members present, and 
that the editors of papers in this state friendly to the Sabbath be requested to publish the same. 

ELIHU EWERS, Chairman. 
Spencer Kextroce, Secretary. 
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M. C. Reed, Amaziah How, Artemus Stone, Theodore Spencer, 
Edward Vernon, Seth Hastings, Ephraim Scovell, Edson Carr, 

Jn. Sloane, jr. Richard Steel, John Perine, Hiel Warner, 
Perez Hastings, Josiah Bissell, jr. kK. Dean, William Brown, 
Ira Gould, Israel Huntington, Lyman Grandy, Henry Bradley. 





After finishing the above L pewregs respecting the stages, the following measures were adopt- 
ed relative to the packet and freight boats on the Erie Canal, and steam boats on the rivers : 

Resolved, that no ordinary circumstances shall induce us to travel in packet boats which violate 
the holy Sabbath, when the proposed line of stages shall have been established. 

Resolved, That we will concur with the friends of religion and morality in New York, Albany, 
and Troy, in all proper measures for encouraging steam boats on the Hudson river which shall 
not run on the Sabbath day. 

Resolved, That the convention highly approve of the efforts recently originated in Rochester to 
check the violation of the Sabbath on the Erie Canal; and tha’ we pledge ourselves as citizens 
and men of business, to give our patronage to such men as do not permit their boats to run on the 
Sabbath. In behalf of the convention. 






























ELIHU EWERS, Chairman. 
Spenser Kexvoae, Secretary. 






From the Gospel Advocate. 


** We feel no inclination to find fault, without a cause, with the proceed- 
ings of our orthodox stage proprietors ; but so long as we have any iuter- 
est in the peace of the state in which we live, or any desire for the per- 
petuity of our free institutions, we must be allowed to express an opinion 
of the motives by which such men are governed. When ministers leave 
the sacred desk, and meddle with the rights of the people ; when they in- 
sult the dignity of our laws; when they assume the power to dictate, or 
adopt measures to coerce the public; or when, as in this ease, they be- 
come stage proprietors, and ‘‘ runners” for a ‘ piety line,” then, we con- 
ciude, it is time to speak, and to speak plainly. 

“ The first thing which strikes our attention in the minutes of their pro- 
ceedings, is the peculiar adroitness with which the members of the con- 
vention have appropriated to themselves, and the friends of the measure, 
all that is good, moral, and holy. ‘ Every enlightened man, and every 
true friend of his country,’ they suppose, considers the evil they have un- 
dertaken to avert, ‘as of great magnitude.’ They would even seem to 
convey the idea, that every man who does not fall in with their views, is 
a traitor to his country, and an enemy to all that is good in the universe 
of God. This should be taken as the specimen of the charity, modesty, 
and piety of the convention. But notwithstanding they have, or would 
desire the public to think they have, a warm regard for the best interests 
of community, they hesitate not in violation of the first principles of mo- 
rality to resolve, that ‘as individuals, and members of the conveution,’ 
they pledge themselves to support the orthodox line of stages, to the de- 
triment of all who will not or cannot conscientiously fall in with their 
measures! So much for their modesty. 

** Next we will notice the means they have resorted to, with a view to 
make the measure godown. They first give us to understand that the ex- 
istence and prosperity of our government depend on their holy interference 
in its behalf. The ‘ spreading evil of Sabbath breaking, unless connteract- 
ed by some efficient plan, will speedily’ [hear!] ‘involve our country in 
ruin!’ Now, reader, look back upon the ‘ times which tried men’s souls,’ 
and see if the orthodox clergy saved our country from ruin. Look at Mas- 
sachusetts during the late war. Were the presbyterian clergy and their sa- 
tellites then engaged in vindicating the rights of the people ?, How happens 
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, then, that nu they have become so remarkably zealous for our liber- 
ties! Be assured that their professions are mere empty sounds. They 
have ever been the enemies of toleration, from the time when John Calvin 
burned Servetus, down to the present, as all history and experience will 
testify. No; their object is to obtain an influence over the public mind, 
which, as yet, the people have concurred in denying them ; and this is an 
artifice to which they are compelled to resort, to sustain a sinking cause! 
Witness other means adopted by these pretended friends of God and our 
country. The person whose name stands at the head of the list, as we 
are credibly informed, in trying to gain over a respectable innkeeper in 
this village to the holy enterprize, assured him that it would be for his 
pecuniary advantage to encourage the plan, as the passengers would be 
compelled to tarry with him over the Sabbath! Indeed, no means, how- 
ever pitiful, have been left untried to wheedle the public into an approbation 
of the measure. And yet, these humble souls are disposed to irsult com- 
munity with a profession of zeal for God, and regard for ovr country ! 
This brings to mind the fable of the toad who turned physician, and pre- 
fessed the art of removing all protuberances from the flesh of his brethren, 
while himself was sorely afflicted with the same complaint. Let those 
physicians heal themselves. 

‘* But aside from all this, it is calculated to excite a smile to contemplate 
the scheme when it shall be carried into effect. They may obtain pious 
drivers, (as there are many well qualified for the business out of em- 
ploy,) and orthodox stages, we understand, can be procured, ere long, in 
Boston; and orthodox runners may be obtained from among the clergy : 
but it will be difficult to procure orthodox horses! Now don’t accuse us, 
reader, of trifling with sacred things—we are speaking of a new line of 
stages, and stages have never before been sanctified. 

*“‘ But why, it may be asked, have the presbyterians entered into such a 
speculaion ‘—Answer : they have long thirsted for power ; they have at- 
tempted to obtain it by application to the legisiature,but have failed. Thev 
see and know that liberal principles are fast gaining ground, and as a las! 
resort, they have adopted the measure under consideration. Every effort 
they have made, has but accellerated their downfall ; and they are now 
adopting measures to obtain the ascendancy. If they fail in this, as we 
confidently expect they will, they will be compelled to yield to the regu- 
larly constituted authorities of the government ; but if they succeed, it will 
but embolden them to commit greater outrages upon the freedom of our 
cilizens. 

‘* It will be recoilected by many of our readers, that, a few years since. 
an attempt was made by the superintendent of common schools to intro- 
duce officially the pernicious tracts of the presbyterians. The attempt 
was justly construed into an insult against the good sense of the people, 
and resulted in the removal of Mr. Yates from that office, which, by that 
act, he had abused. Subsequently, an attempt was made to obtain the 
passage of a law to compel the observance of the Sabbath. In this they 
also failed. Finding the legislature of the state, and all enlightened 
people, against them, they have resorted to the plan above noticed. It 
remains for the people to do ‘‘eir duty, and these holy conspirators wil! 
fail in this also.” 
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NASHOBA. 


Explanatory Notes, respecting the Nature and Objects of the Institution 
of Nashoba, and of the Principlesupon whichit is founded. Address- 
ed to the Friends of Human Improvement, in all Countries and of all 
Nations. By frances Wright. 

Continued from page 112. 

And has Nature (as slave apologists would tell us) drawn a Rubicon 
between the human varieties of physiognomy and complexion, or need we 
enter into details to prove that no natural antipathy blinds the white Lou- 
isianian to the charms of the graceful Quadroon—however the force of 
prejudice or the fear of public censure makes of her his mistress, and of 
the whiter skinned, but often not more accomplished or more attractive fe- 
male, his wife? Or must we point to the intercourse in its most degra- 
ded forms, where the child is the marketable slave of its father? Idle 
indeed is the assertion that the mixture of the races is not in Nature. If 
not in Nature, it could not exist; and, being in Nature, since it does hap- 
pen, the only question is whether it shall take place in good taste and 
good feeling, and be made at once the means of sealing ‘the tr anquillity 
and of perfecting the liberty of the country, and of peopling it with a race 
more suited to its southern climate than the pure European,—or whether 
it shall proceed, as it now does, viciously and degradingly, mingling ha- 
tred and fear with the ties of blood—denied, indeed, but stamped by Na- 
ture herself upon the skia. The education of the race of color would 
doubtless make the amalgamation more rapid as well as more creditable ; 
and so far from considering the physical amalgamation of the two colors, 
when accompanied by a moral approximation, as an evil, it must surely 
he viewed as a good equally desirable for both. In this belief, the more 
especial object of the founder of Nashoba is to raise the man of color to the 
level of the white. Where fitted by habits of industry and suitable dis- 
positions to receive him as a brother and equal, and, after due trial, as 
proprietor trustee of the property ; to educate his children with white chil- 
dren, and thus approaching their minds, tastes and occupations, to leave 
the affections of future generations to the dictates of free choice. 

It may be necessary to advert to one provision of the deed of trust, which 
establishes a difference between trustees and associates, and fixes a 
period (fifty years from the date of the gift of the property) when the dis- 
tinction shall cease, and every proprietor possess the full character of 
trustee. 

The founder being greatly anxious that the principles of moral and in- 
tellectual liberty, consecrated in her deed, should be preserved pure in 
practice as in principle, and that its more especial object—the protection 
aud regeneraiion of the race of color, should never be lost sight of, so 
long as the oppression of the race shall find a sanction in the laws, or in the 
feelings of the more numerous population, she was desirous of confining 
the moral trust of the institution within very special limits. And yet at the 

same time believing that many individuals might constitute useful and 

happy members of the institution, whose intellectual faculties or moral 
courage might not be of that strength as to render them safe guardiaus of 
of the principles, in practice, at least.so novel, or of the peculiar interests 
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of a proscribed race, she judged it a less evil to admit of a distinction in the 
powers, not the rights, of future proprietors, than to restrict too seru- 
pulously their number, or to endanger the great moral objects of the in- 
stitution itself. 

The duration of such a distinction was limited to fifty years, in the be- 
lief that before that period the great majority of the adult members must 
be supplied from the schools of the institution, and consequently absolved 
from those prejudices with which we of the present generation are all of 
necessity more or less imbued. 

The limits prescribed to the present address are already exceeded. 
But however imperfectly elicited many of the principles here touched upon, 


it is believed the present observations will sufficiently explain the nature of 


the institution, and the bearing of the different provisions made in the deed 
of the founder. It remains ouly to explain a few regulations adopted by 
the trustees, and to present a few observations applicable to those who may 
imagine, in the institution, a mode of life and a moral practice suited 
to their feelings and opinons. 

First. It must be premised that Nashoba offers only a life of exertion, 
and, at the present time, one of privation: rough cabins, simple fare, 
and active occupation. Yet although based upon the principle of co- 
operative labor, no less than upon that of united interest, the imperfect 
education and pernicious habits which have unfitted many of the pre- 
sent generation for regular active exertion, who may morally be the 
most fitted to advance the interests of the institution, and to receive hap- 
piness therein, it is provided that an equivalent may be rendered in mo- 
ney by such members as cannot furnish by their labor suitable assistance 
to the society. The highest sum demanded of an individual is two hun- 
dred dollors per annum. The pecuniary demand, within this sum, will 
of course be proportioned to his or her fitness for useful occupation. 

Secondly. Such as may possess the gifts of fortune, and the moral 


feeling to devote their property, or any part of it, to forward the object of 


the institution, will do so voluntarily, and must then place property so 
given at the disposal of the society, by a writing under their hand duly at- 
tested, and of which a record will bekept. But it will never be expected 
of any individual to bring with him more than the practical knowledge of a 
useful employment, agricultural or mechanical, with industry to pursue it 
steadily ; or as above stated a sufficient equiv alent in property to warrant 
exemption from the same. 

Thirdly. The moral requisites which can alone ensure sinha to 
any individual must, it is feared, cireumscribe the admission of adults 
within narrow limits. An amiable and willing disposition, kindly affee- 


tions, simple tastes, a high tone of moral feeling, with a liberal tone of 


thinking, must be evinced by those who aspire to the character trustees 
of Nashoba. ° 

Fourthly. It will sufficiently appear from the substance of this ad- 
dress, and from the observations appended to the deed itself, that religion 
occupies no place in the institution, and the rule of moral practice there 
proposed has simply and singly in view human happiness: consider- 
ing as virtuous whatever practice tends to promote that happiness, as 
vicious whatever tends to counteract it. It is indeed usual to attach as 
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many meanings to the word religion, as there are varieties in humai 
opinion. So that it may sometimes mean the faith of the Jews, at others 
that of Christ, at others the peculiar doctrines of Rome or Geneva, or 
sometimes the worship of the mystical first cause of simple theism, and 
not unfrequently the moral principle acknowledged under various names 
by all teachers of what school soever. But as it is the especial object of 
the writer of this address to explain as far as possible, and without risk 
of misapprehensiow, the principles of the society to which she appertains, 
she would expressly specify that she uses the term religion as distinct 
from moral practice, and as signifying belief in, and worship rendered to, 
a Being or Beings not cognizable by the senses of man. And though it 
will of course never be demanded of any individual to adopt the shades 
of opinion held by the existing proprietors, yet it is equally due to them, 
and to the world, to remove all mystery from their principles, as from 
their practice, and to declare explicitly those opinions which they hold 
conscientiously. Candor is here the more necessary, as it is important 
that no one should seek the sanctuary of the institution, without thorough- 
ly understanding the opinions and practice of its members. Let it 
therefore be understood that, without making their opinions a law, they 
will ever claim for themselves that which they accord to others, perfect 
liberty of speech as of thought; and holding the exercise of this liberty 
one of the first pleasures of life, as also, in their public character, one of 
its first duties, they will never forego its exercise. Those, therefore, ac- 
knowledging religious feelings will do well to to examine the exteut of 
their liberality hefore entering the precincts of a society whose opinions 
might wound those feelings. 

Fifthly. The existing resident trustees of the institution have also de- 
gided that no religious doctrines shall be taught in the school, whenever 
it may be organized ; but the reason of the children be left to its free 
developement, and encouraged to examine all opinions, and to receive or 
reject them, according to the bearings of facts, and the strength of their 
moral testimony. 

Sixthly. In conformity with the provisions of the deed, which binds 
the trustees to the opening of a school for children of color, and with a 
view to consult the best interests of the race peculiarly recommended to 
their care, as well as the best interests of humanity in general, they pro- 
pose, as soon as measures can be taken, and means supplied for their re- 
ception, to receive children, either as pensioners for the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars per annum, all expenses included, or without payment, upon 
condition that the parents or guardians shall transfer to the institution 
all rights over the children so received—such children to be in all things 
treated and cared for the same as the children born in the institution. 

Seventhly. Any personsof property, sympathizing with the objects of 
the institution, and desirous of contributing to forward the same, could not 
better apply their succors than to the building up of its school either by de- 
voting a sum of money for raising the necessary buildings, at the present 
much wanted, or by supplying them with books, maps, globes, a philo- 
sophical apparatus, &c. Donations of books, to ‘aid the formation of the 
library of the institution, will be at all times highly valuable. 
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Kighthly. it is conceived that, with some exceptions, the institution 
of Nashoba will be found most suited to young persons, of both sexes, of 
independent minds and liberal education: men under the age of thirty. 
who have yet their attachments to form, and whose feelings are unblunted 
by long commerce with the world, and by the debasing spirit of trade ; 
and young women of mental energy, amiable manners and dispositions, 
and small independent property, or, in place of the latter, and which 
were yet better, possessing the knowledge of some useful occupation in 
the house, the dairy, or the school, adequate to cover their expenses, and 
to promote the weil being of society. It is particularly recommended to 
every young man, before he visit the institution with a view to being re- 
ceived therein, that he apply himself to some useful trade, by making a 
short but active apprenticeship to a good artizan or mechanic, —black- 
smith, carpenter, sawyer, brickmaker, bricklayer, shoemaker, tanner, 
weaver, &c., or to a farmer, gardener, &c. T he grafting, pruning, and 
proper treatment of fruit trees, and skilful raising of vegetables, plant- 
ing and dressing a vineyard, and, above all, the manual labor of a farm, 
the care and management of cattle, &c., will furnish employment of 
the first utility. It is, also, equally recommended to young women to ac- 
quire a previous knowledge of some useful employment. Plaiting and 
inaking straw hats, spinning, weaving, simple cookery, baking, or any of 
the various occupations necessary to human life and social comfort. “By 
this is meant not a general or imperfect knowledge of any employment. 
but a thorough and practical one. Let no one seek Nashoba with a view 
of teaching the science of a business, or superintending the work of oth- 
ers. All must bring hands as well as heads, and, above all, kind and 
willing hearts, ever disposed to make light of inconveniences, and to find 
the best enjoyment in promoting the happiness of others. Moreover, let 
none imagine that they can enter an institution based on the novel princi- 
ple of cooperation without experiencing inconveniences and difficulties 
both moral and physical. They will experience many, and nothing but 
a strong moral purpose—a real heart interest in the success of the under- 
taking, a deep conviction of the truth of the principles, which it aspires 
practically to illustrate, can strengthen them to weather such difficulties. 
Possessed of the moral requisites, they will succeed and ensure the suc- 
cess of the institution. But, until a sufficient number possessed of these 
qualifications shall be collected at Nashoba, the experiment must re- 
main as it is—in embryo only. 

Ninthly. It would be well for every individual to bring with him the 
tools necessary in his particular trade; and Europeans, reaching New 
Orleans, may also bring with them a matrass, blankets, linen, and any 
other convenience, which their habits m: 1y render agreeable, and with 
which a young and remote settlement is but scantily provided. Among 
these, should always be included a good knite, fork, spoon, and drinking 
cup. Strangers will always render a service to the institution, by bring- 
ing with them any valuable seeds of superior quality, for the garden or 
or farm, cuttings of valuable vines, or grafts of fruit. 

Nashoba is situated fourteen miles from the little town of Memphis, 
which stands on the eastern bank of the Mississippi river, 800 miles 
above the ecitv of New Orleans. Those reaching it from Europe bv the 
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route of New Orleans, should be careful to avoid arriving in that city 
during the midsummer and early autumnal months. By leaving any of 
the European ports during the months of October, November, or Decem- 
ber, they may expect to make the pleasantest southern passage, and will 
arrive in New Orleans during a delightful season. From New Orleans, 
steamboats, which navigate the Mississippi at all seasons, will land pas- 
sengers and luggage at Memphis, where they will find themselves within 
a short ride, or even walk, of Nashoba. Those preferring the northern 
route by New York or Philadelphia, can make the voyage during any 
of the summer or autumnal months, from April till November, and may 
then traverse the most interesting part of the United States, and take 
steamboat, for Memphis, on the upper waters of the Ohio. For this 
route, the spring and early summer months are the most convenient, the 
rivers being then full and navigation open. It may be well to observe, 
that this route is the most interesting, but the most expensive. 

it is proposed to establish regular communications between the society 
and suitable correspondents in the leading countries of Europe, Great 
Britain, France, Germany, Holland, and Switzerland. 

At present it will suffice to name the Cooperative Society, Red Lion 
square, London, and count de Lasteyrie, Paris. 
At Sea, Ath December, 1827. FRANCES WRIGHT. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE BIBLE GOD. 


We find that this God, whom revelation makes known, is an inconsis- 
fent being, full of strange whims and contradictions. One upon whom 
there can be no dependance, as he himself confesses that he deceived 
the prophets. (Ezek. xiv. 9.) 
He boasts that he is almighty; yet curses the people Gen. xvii. l 
because they come not to his help against the mighty. Judges v. 23 
When he made heaven and earth, he said that all ) 
things contained therein were very good; yet the stars 
are not pure, nor the heavens clean, in his sight; besides 
a number of birds, beasts, and creeping things, pine 
are an abomination to him: even man, whom he made Lae a 
in his own image, had a portion of matter which | "ae 


Gen. i. 31 
Job xxv. 4 


—- xv. 15 





considered superfluous, or why command Abram to cut Gon. 3y5. i. 
it off? 

He rested from all his works, and was refreshed; yet 
he is continually working in us to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. 

He commanded that the seventh day sliould be kept 
holy; but the priests say that he has since changed his 
mind, transferring the holiness from the seventh to ~ Exod. xx. 10 
first day of the week; notwithstanding it is written, that, } James i. 17 
with him, there is no variableness, neither shadow of | 
turning. 


Ex. xxxi. 17 


Phill. 0. 18 
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lie is slow to anger; yet he slew 50,070 persons m ¢ VPs. exly. 8 
an instant, for looking into his travelling box. s 1 Sam. vi. 19 

His anger endureth but a moment; yet, when it is) Ps. xxx. 5 
kindled, he makes his people to w: ander i in a wilderness ¢ Numbers 
during the space of forty years. ) xxxil. 15 

He | kept them as the apple of his eye, by hanging their | Deut. xxxu. 10 
heads up against the sun to dry! § Numb. xxv. 4 

He chasteneth his people as a father would his son; ) 
first seeing them famishing with hunger, before he would | Deut, viii. 6 
vive them meat; and then, when given, smiting them ¢ i 
oN Numb. xi. 33 
with a very great plague, while the meat was between | 
their teeth, ere it was chewed. 

As he delighteth i in mercy, he commands his people t Micah vii. Js 
to show no mercy nor pity upon their captives. § Deut. vii. 2,16 
He is very pitiful, and of tender mercy; there fore pro- ) Sennen ec !tt 
mises that their infants shall be dashed to pieces! and wie 

their women with child ripped up!! 

He doth not afflict nor grieve the children of men wil- ) Lam. iii. 33 
lingly; yet smites them with emerods in their secret | 1 Sam. v. 9 
parts; pelts them with great stones; sends fiery serpents, { Josh. x. 11 
plagues, pestilence, and grievous famines among them. ) Numb. xxi. 6 

His mercy endureth for ever, by raining fire and brim- ) 1 Chro. xvi. 41 
stone upon them at one time, and drowning them all, ; Gen. xix. 24 
like a parce] of rats, at another. vii. 2] 
Exod. xx. 26 
Isaiah iii. 17 

xlvii. 31 
Gen. xxix. 31 
xx. 18 
He says he that hath no pleasure in the death of the ) Ezek. xviii, 32 
wicked; yet hardens the hearts of the nations, that they r aa vr aaa ae 
‘ osh. x1, 20 
may be destroyed. j 
He willeth that all men should come to the knowledge ) 1 Tj 
im. ii. 4 
of the truth and be saved; so sends them a strong delu- 2 Ti 
: ae (2 hess. ii. 11 
sion, that they might believe a lie and be demne d. 

He justifieth the ungodly, but will not justify the y Rom, iv. 5 
wicked, j Exod. xxiii. 7 

He forgiveth their iniquities, and remembereth their ) Jer. xxxi. 34 
sin no more; yet will by no means clear the guilty. Ex. xxxiv. 7 

He punishes the just for the unjust ; and makes the ) 1 Peter iii. 18 
wicked ransom the righteous. j Prov. xxi. 18 

He cuts off the righteous and the wicked, because he a 
delights to exercise loving kindness, judgment, and “i ag 
righteousness in the earth. \ Jer. 1x. 24 

He appoints some kings to utter destruction, and ) 1 Kings xx. 42 
chooses the poor of this world, to inherit his kingdom; > James ii. 5 
yet, of a truth, he is no respecter of persons. Acts x. 34 

He loved Jacob, and hated Esau, because his way s) Mal. i. 2, 3 


‘ Hosea xii. 16 





He has no desire to see the nakedness of a man, but 
has a strong propensity to discover the secret parts of a 
woman; he being very expert in the opening and closing 
of wombs. 








are equal. § Ezek. xviii. 25 
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Ley. xxi. 7 
Hosea i. 2 
iii. 1 


He will not allow his priests to take to wife a woman 
who is whore; but commands them to take a wife of 
whoredoms, one who is an adulteress. 

He says, thou shalt not commit adultery; yet promises 
them that their wives shall be ravished, while their chil- 
dren are being dashed to pieces. 


He makes foolish the wisdom of this world, by see 


Exod. xx. 14 
Isaiah xiii. 16 


1 Cor. i. 19,20 
Ps. lin. 1 


stroving the wisdom of the wise; although he knows, 
that when made fools, they say in their heart there is 
no god. 

Hie gave them statutes that were not good, and judg- 
ments whereby they should not live ; because his w ays 
are just and true. 

His eyes are too pure to behold evil; yet while the 
people were waiting for good, evil came from the Lord. 


T'o be continued. 


Ezek. xx. 25 


Hab. i. 13 
Micah i. 12 





— 


Free Press Association.—A scientific lecture will be delivered in the 
Temple of Arts, William street, on Sunday (tomorrow) the 16th March, 
at 11 o’clock forenoon. 

In the afternoon, the theological lectures will be continued, at half 
past 2 o’clock. 
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